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Learn Enjoy Achieve

Welcome to The Sixth Form College
Farnborough. I am delighted that you
want to find out more about the many
opportunities available to you here.
Choosing your next step after secondary school can seem confusing
and uncertain. This College is an exceptional place to work and study,
offering you a trusted stepping stone between the world of school into
employment or Higher Education: an important stage in the development
of all young people.
During your time here you will make many new friends, experience
the process of maturing in a specialist 16-19 community and have the
opportunity to benefit from what Ofsted has described as ‘the best sixth
form teaching in the country.’
Our team of dedicated Personal Tutors use their expert skills and
knowledge to support each individual student: at Farnborough we count
in 1s. The College has a reputation for being lively, caring, scholarly
and purposeful. Students lead full lives and become engaged in a wide
range of activities outside the curriculum such as volunteering, sport
and performing.
I am proud to be the Principal of an
ambitious college, with high aspirations
for students and ourselves. Our aim is to
provide a spacious environment in which
students can grow tall; a place in which
the ordinary becomes extraordinary.
Come and see for yourself at one of
our Open Days on Wednesday 19 and
Thursday 20 October 2016.
Simon Jarvis
Principal
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Meet the
team

Catherine Cole
Deputy Principal
Student Services

Gordon Dodds
Deputy Principal
Finance and Administration

Vince Scannella
Deputy Principal
Curriculum and Innovation

A fundamental objective of the
College is to provide an education
which prepares students for life in a
multicultural world. We are committed
to maintaining a community where the
rights of individuals are respected.
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Top 10 reasons to #joinf6th2017

AS
1 RATED
‘OUTSTANDING’

3

by Ofsted, our mission is ‘to be
a distinguished provider of the
highest quality education’

4
4

Specialist HIGHLY
TRAINED TEACHERS with
experience and a track
record of success in
16 - 19 education

A 98.8%

PASS
RATE at

A level in 2015
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CHOICE
- we offer a
wide range
of different
subjects
including
A level,
vocational,
GCSE and one
year courses

77%
of our students
progressed on to study
at university in 2015,
21.2% to universities in
the Russell Group

6 PASTORAL
CARE
Comprehensive
programme of

to
ensure that all
of our students
are personally
supported
throughout their
time at college

9 WE COUNT IN 1s
We provide
personalised
support to ensure
you achieve your
goals
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FARNBOROUGH
IS WITHIN
YOUR REACH

We welcome students from
across Berkshire, Surrey and
Hampshire. Students join
us from over 100 different
schools each year
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BRILLIANT
RESOURCES

A campus
environment
including a
modern theatre,
superb sports
facilities, music
and performance
studios, inspiring
teaching rooms

8

Extensive
personal
development
opportunities:
students gave

22,000

hours of
volunteering

in 2014-15

Visit our website for more reasons
to join us -

www.farnborough.ac.uk
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Choosing your programme of study
Everyone who studies at Farnborough has an individually tailored timetable. There are a wide variety of options open
to you.
Choose subjects that you will enjoy but that also offer
the greatest chance of success. Your Personal Tutor will
advise at interview and again at enrolment once you
know your GCSE results.

Level 3 courses including A levels,
BTECs and Cambridge Technicals
What’s the difference? A levels are general academic
courses mainly assessed through examination at the end
of two years. BTECs and Cambridge Technicals are more
vocationally oriented and are predominantly assessed
through coursework.
Our standard expectation is that all students will study
the equivalent of three subjects, though four subjects can
be taken by the most able students. The chart on page 8
acts as a guide for discussion at interview.
Relevant work experience is an important part of your
Programme of Study which everyone is expected to
undertake in addition to their chosen subjects. We have a
specialist employability team who will support you to find
a placement.
Full details of all of these courses can be found on the
Courses section of our website.
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Level 2 courses - The Vocational Pathway; a stepping stone to your future
The College offers a vocational pathway for students who do not currently meet the entry requirements to study Level
3 qualifications. It provides a practical, real-world approach to learning which will include meaningful and relevant work
experience. You will review your own performance regularly and assessment is 100% via coursework, taking away the
pressure of examinations.
If you choose this option, you will be studying a one year Cambridge Technical qualification valued for progression into
further study or employment.

STEP

1

STEP

2

STEP

3

Choose one of these as your
main vocational subject:
• Business
• Health and
Social Care

• Media
• Sport

Add either or both if you
haven’t passed them:
• Maths and/or English GCSE

If only taking one of maths or
English add this:
• Workskills

• Employment

• Further Education and
training
• Apprenticeship

Options at
the end of
year 1

If you achieve a merit
grade, progress on to a
Level 3 course in your
main vocational subject
(2 A level equivalent)
and take an additional
vocational course
or A level
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This chart will help you to start thinking about a suitable programme of study.

Where are you now?
Mostly achieved these
grades at GCSE?

Your possible options
You will need to re-take both
English language and/or maths
GCSE if you have not achieved a
grade 4 in either.

Your progression

We offer a vocational pathway
if you don’t meet the entry
requirements for level 3
programmes (see our website
for more information)

Passed your re-sits in English
language and maths and
achieved a minimum of a Merit
in the Diploma in the first year of
the vocational pathway? You can
progress to a level 3, two year
course including either or both
A levels/BTECs and Cambridge
Technicals

B and C grades (with grade
4 or above in English
language and maths)

Three A level subjects/BTECs
in any combination (over two
years)

Successfully completed the first
year? Continue with your three*
subjects in the second year

A* and A grades (with
grade 4 or above in English
language and maths)

3 or 4 A level subjects/BTECs in
any combination (over two years)

Successfully completed the first
year? Continue with your three or
four* subjects in the second year

C, D and E grades and less
than a grade 4 in English
language and maths

*You also have the option of taking the Extended Project Qualification. The EPQ is an independent research qualification, valued by Universities, equivalent to half
an A level.
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“The staff at Farnborough are
helpful and friendly and there
are brilliant facilities. I enjoy
the fact that there are loads of
opportunities and that College
has a diverse and tolerant
culture.”
Luke Medler (formerly of Calthorpe Park School)
studying film studies, graphic design and music
technology

“The College has helped prepare
me for the future, as well as
enabling me to really enjoy
and express myself. From not
knowing anyone here, I’ve made
a great group of friends.”
Kristin Rooney (formerly of Sir William Perkins’s School)
studying drama and theatre studies, French, German and
mathematics
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Our courses
Advanced Level Courses (Level 3)
• Accounting

• History - Modern

• Art - Fine Art

• Information Technology – vocational option
(equivalent to one A level)

• Art - Graphic Design
• Art - Photography
• Art - Fashion Textiles
• Biology
• Business
• Business – vocational option (equivalent to one A level)
• Business – vocational option (equivalent to two A levels)
• Chemistry
• Computer Science
• Drama and Theatre Studies
• Performing Arts – vocational option (equivalent to one
A level)
• Economics
• English Language
• English Language and Literature
• English Literature

• Law - vocational option (equivalent to one A level)
• Mathematics
• Mathematics and Further Mathematics
• Media Studies
• Media (Digital) – vocational option (equivalent to two
A levels)
• Medical Science - vocational option (equivalent to one
A level)
• Modern Foreign Languages
• French
• German
• Spanish
• Music
• Music (Performance) – vocational option (equivalent to
one A level)

• Environmental Studies

• Music Technology

• Extended Project Qualification (for second year
students)

• Physical Education

• Film Studies
• Geography

• Philosophy
• Sport – vocational option (equivalent to one A level)
• Sport – vocational option (equivalent to two A levels)

• Government and Politics

• Physics

• Health and Social Care – vocational option (equivalent
to one A level)

• Sociology

• Health and Social Care – vocational option (equivalent
to two A levels)
• History - Medieval and Early Modern
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• Law

• Psychology

Vocational Pathway (Level 2)
• Business - Cambridge Technicals Diploma
• Health and Social Care - Cambridge Technicals Diploma
• Media - Cambridge Technicals Diploma
• Sport - Cambridge Technicals Diploma

GCSE or equivalents
• English Language
• Mathematics
• Functional Skills (English)
• Certificate in Maths (FSMQ)
• International English Language Test System (IELTS)

One year courses
• Community Sports Leaders’ Award and Higher Sports
Leaders’ Award (for second year students)
• Duke of Edinburgh’s Award
• Finance Baccalaureate Level 4 (for second year
students)
• LAMDA Level 3 Award in Acting (for second year
students)

We make every effort in this Prospectus to present the most up
to date course information at the time of printing. However, we
reserve the right to keep the curriculum under continual review:
additional courses not included here may be offered in the year.
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Supporting you
At Farnborough, every student matters both in and out of the classroom: we take supporting you very seriously.

Personal Tutors
We have a dedicated team of Personal Tutors who will be with you every step of the way:
providing advice and guidance to help you choose the courses which are right for you
helping you to settle in. If you are the only one coming to College from your school then
don’t worry - your Tutor will ensure that you meet other
students in the same position
be there for you throughout your time at College

Study Support
We are committed to responding flexibly and effectively
to students with special educational needs whenever
practicable.
Our team will work with you to identify
and address individual learning needs,
arranging appropriate support sessions
or technical support.

Counselling
During your time at College, you
may find that you need some
extra support. We provide a
free and confidential counselling
service which is open to all
students.
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“Counselling has helped
me get everything into
perspective”

“It taught me to calm
down and realise
that I am in control
of how I’m feeling”

“It has given me
confidence and
helped me learn
about myself”

Reviewing your progress
We encourage our students to be confident and independent learners.
To help you with this, CristalWeb is our internal system through which
you can:
• view your timetable
• track your attendance
• record your achievements
• review your progress
• check your exam results
It is also used for communicating important messages between yourself,
your teachers and your Personal Tutor.
Parents/Guardians can also view select information through the
Parent Portal.

Financial Assistance
The Bursary Scheme and FE Free Meals provide financial support to young
people. This includes for transport, meals or learning costs. Detailed
information can be found on our website or call the Student Services
team on 01252 688317.

“I enjoy being at
Farnborough Sixth
because there are so
many more people
to meet. The subjects
that I take are really
interesting. I like
that there is far more
independence, but
my teachers still give
a lot of support and
help if I need it.”
Bethany Swinton (formerly of Hawley
Place School) studying BTEC performing
arts, English language/literature and
graphic design
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Life at Farnborough
College Trips
Trips to support the curriculum this year have seen students and staff travelling to a variety of destinations, including
Brussels, Egypt, Frankfurt, Iceland, Los Angeles, New York, Venice and France. In 2017, we are planning to take history
students to work with counterparts at a school in Ragusa, Sicily, working jointly on a project exploring the legacy of
Mussolini.

Ghana Link
We enjoy a special relationship with our partner school, The Presbyterian Secondary Technical School in Auburi, Ghana.
Annually, students have the opportunity to spend time at this school.

Travel Scholarships
Independent travel abroad provides students with the opportunity to take on extraordinary, demanding challenges
which develop skills and broaden experience.
At Farnborough we award a number of Travel Scholarships to students who are planning a volunteering project
overseas. Past scholarships have supported an exciting and varied range of projects including:
• teaching English in India, Vietnam and
Cambodia
• working with orphans in Thailand
• scientific research work in the Peruvian
Amazon
• volunteering in a
community project in
Zambia
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Beyond the classroom
Your chance to shine
Whether you take part in music, D of E, cheerleading or
debating, at the College you can develop your interests
or try out new things. Whichever you choose, you will be
enhancing your learning, developing new skills, adding a
dimension to your CV, making new friends and immersing
yourself in College life.
You can discover and sign up for activities at our Getting
Ready event in June and at the Freshers’ Fayre in October.
Both are brilliant opportunities for you to speak to students
and staff about all the activities on offer.
A diverse range of clubs and societies are run by students
for students including Vet Society, Student Watch Team,
Creative Writing Society and the Environmental and Fair
Trade Society. If we don’t offer a particular club or society,
why not start your own!

Sport
Our excellent sports facilities include:
• two large sports halls
• all weather floodlit hockey pitch
• football, cricket and rugby pitches
• a well-equipped fitness suite
The College has a comprehensive fixtures programme in
football, rugby, netball, hockey, badminton and basketball.
Our teams represent and enjoy success at county, regional
and national levels. There are also opportunities to
represent the College in swimming and cross country.
We also support the many students that have competed at
international level in a multitude of sports and help them to
juggle demanding training schedules with their studies.
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Performing Arts
Our performing arts centre incorporates the Prospect
Theatre and teaching suites for music, music
technology, dance and drama enabling you to study
and perform in superb and inspiring facilities.

You can choose to take part in:
• Prospect Theatre Company
• Dance Company
• Dance Leaders’ Award
• LAMDA short courses
• Musical Theatre Company
• work behind the scenes such as lighting, design and
stage management
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Music
Described as ‘a story of astonishing achievement’ by BBC
Radio 3, our music department is one of the largest of
its kind in the country and provides outstanding musical
tuition for several hundred students.
Many performances are organised each year, from huge
operatic and choral projects, to more intimate recitals.
Students have performed concerts at St Paul’s Cathedral
and St Mark’s in Venice and have also toured France,
Poland, Germany and Italy.
We have collaborated with world renowned artists such
as Julian Lloyd Webber, Joanna MacGregor, Angela
Hewitt and Alina Ibragimova and this has led to unique
performance events including masterclasses and recitals.
Students have also performed, edited and recorded at the
famous Abbey Road Studios.
Future plans include tours to Germany, Poland and
France, a fully-staged operatic production, a concerto
competition at the Royal Academy of Music and a
summer tour with the Chamber Choir.

Music Scholarships
Awarded in partnership with the Royal Academy of
Music, our music scholarships are highly competitive and
coveted awards.
They provide sponsorship for musical training and unique
performance opportunities including:
• lessons on up to two instruments provided by the
College
• performance and tuition opportunities with The Royal
Academy of Music
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• high quality performance opportunities in the UK and
abroad; including coaching in chamber ensembles and
regular solo recitals
• experience in leading sectional rehearsals and
contributing to concert planning
• specialist advanced training in aural, theory and
musicianship
Scholars are chosen for their outstanding musicianship
and performance skills and they occupy a unique position
within a vibrant department full of talented students.
Past Scholars have embraced a wide range of musical
styles from traditional classical genres, through jazz, to
popular contemporary styles.
Music Scholars are expected to take lead membership
roles within signature vocal and instrumental ensembles
such as the Choral Society, Big Band and Chamber
Orchestra.

Application
If you would like to apply for a scholarship please fill
in the additional online form when you complete your
College application. You will be invited for audition in
January 2017 which will include:
• presenting one piece of minimum grade 7 standard (you
do not need to have taken the exam as each case will
be judged individually)
• a short sight-reading assessment
• interview with a panel of teachers

“Being in the
Orchestra and
Choral Society
has helped me
make loads of
friends.”
Jane Prowse (formerly of St. Crispin’s School)
studying mathematics, mathematics for further
mathematics, music and physics
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Volunteering
All students at Farnborough are encouraged to get involved in local volunteering projects whether it be at a school,
hospital or charity. This helps to develop skills such as confidence, problem-solving and communication.
Volunteering can be particularly beneficial for those wanting to study competitive subjects such as medicine, teaching,
dentistry and veterinary medicine.
We have a dedicated volunteer centre where you can seek advice and find information about all of the options on offer
to you.
In our latest survey 91% of students recognise that there are a wide range of volunteering opportunities and 93% of
volunteers felt their employability skills had been enhanced.

Impressive Achievements

460
299
269
192
students students students

in local schools

in hospitals and
care homes

within the College

College Ambassadors
at Open Days and
special events

HOURS

HOURS

HOURS

HOURS

8,306

2,818

1,370

135 students

98 students

2,136 HOURS

3,296 HOURS

within special needs youth
organisations
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5,215

via D of E’s Award
Scheme

Jenny Jackson, Corporate and Community Fundraiser at Step by Step, a
local charity which helps homeless young people, commented:

“It is fantastic that the staff and
students hold a Sleep Out each year in
aid of Step by Step. They have raised
over £13,000 over the past two years,
which is phenomenal.”

Case Study
Barnabas Balint has volunteered over
300 hours in the local community
during his time at College. Barnabas
volunteered at Samuel Cody School,
Grange Infant and Nursery School,
the Gwen Walker School of Dance
and Fleet Library. He is the Subject
Representative for history, a member
of Student Watch and took part
in our annual sleep out for the
homeless charity Step by Step.

“Volunteering gives
me a chance to
make a difference.”
Barnabas Balint (formerly of Court
Moor School) studying government and
politics, history and mathematics
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Going to university

We work in partnership with many prestigious universities to support access, transition
and success.
A range of activities are organised to support applications for competitive courses, such
as dentistry, law, medicine, pharmacy, teaching and veterinary science.
You will have the opportunity to visit a local higher education convention and are
encouraged to take full advantage of university open days.
We work closely with admissions tutors from Oxbridge, who visit the College each year
to speak to first year students about applying. In the second year we provide specialist
support throughout the application process.
The College is the third largest state provider of students to Oxford and Cambridge, so
we have the experience and proven know-how to enable any student, with the potential,
to be a successful applicant. This year almost a quarter of those who applied from the
College have been offered a place, above the national average of around 19%.
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#whereRtheyNow
Our inspirational past students share experiences of College
life and beyond.
See our website for more #whereRtheyNow stories.
“I don’t think I would have
had the courage to apply for
my current role, with Virgin
Atlantic, without the support
and encouragement
of the wonderful
College staff.”

“My tutors at Farnborough
Sixth Form encouraged,
inspired and gave me the
confidence to pursue
a career in
design.”

Annie Rees
College student 2013-2015
(formerly of St. Crispin’s
School) now a Customer
Service Agent at Virgin Atlantic

Michelle Henderson
College student 1999-2001
(formerly of Hawley
Place School)
now Head of Design
at Clever Marketing,
who have designed this
prospectus

“The teachers at the College play a huge part in
making the experience. Overall I Iearnt a lot and
not all of it in the classroom.”
Chris Best
College student 2007-2009 (formerly of Farnham Heath End School)
now a Regional Manager at SCL
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Inspiring students
Careers
We have a committed team of professional careers advisors who are here
to help you make informed decisions about your future.
We are proud that the quality of our provision has been recognised by the
prestigious Investor in Careers Award.
We invite distinguished speakers from a range of professions to inspire your
future aspirations. Regular Personal Statement and CV Clinics help you to
prepare competitive applications.
We hold two major careers events each year; the Training Employment
and Apprenticeship Fair and Moving On Day. At both of these events you
will have the opportunity to speak to representatives from universities,
employers, global corporate businesses and training providers to help you
understand your options.

Work experience and e-Mentoring
We encourage and support you to undertake work experience which can be
a requirement for access to some degree courses. Students have worked in
organisations as diverse as theatres, airports and theme parks.
The College has partnered with leading engineering and construction
company Fluor to deliver a pioneering e-Mentoring scheme which enables
future engineers to talk virtually to some of the best engineers in the world.
James Hayward of Fluor said:

“The e-Mentoring programme is a great
way for Fluor to support the engineers of the
future and create a long term legacy for the
community and the engineering profession.”
We use various ways of regularly keeping in touch with our students regarding
all of the opportunities available including our weekly College News, social
media and email.
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Email from a student to the ICT
Curriculum Manager:

“I am delighted
to have been
successful in
gaining an
apprenticeship
with Visa. Out
of over 300
applications, I was
one of only nine
people chosen thank you! ”

Creating futures
Whether it be university, an apprenticeship, further education or employment - Farnborough students move on to a
variety of destinations and enjoy success in their careers.
Destinations 2015 (all leavers)

64%
HIGHER

APPRENTICESHIPS

10%

EDUCATION

EMPLOYMENT

Destinations 2015 (A level leavers)

78%
HIGHER

APPRENTICESHIPS

10%

EDUCATION

EMPLOYMENT

Recent figures from the Higher Education Statistics Agency show that the College excels in helping prepare our
students to be self-sufficient, independent learners who can meet the challenges of higher education head on
and succeed.
Students achieving first/upper class
degrees at Russell Group universities

Students achieving first/upper class
degrees at all universities

93%

84%

FARNBOROUGH

FARNBOROUGH

SIXTH FORM
COLLEGE

SIXTH FORM
COLLEGE

87.9% 86.5% 84.2%
PRIVATE
FUNDED
SCHOOLS

SIXTH
FORM
COLLEGES

Source: 2015 Higher Education Statistics Agency (HESA)

STATE

FUNDED

SCHOOLS

83%

PRIVATE
FUNDED
SCHOOLS

75.9%

SIXTH
FORM
COLLEGES

72.8%
STATE

FUNDED

SCHOOLS
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We’re closer than you think...
You will see from the maps on these pages that there are many easy ways to travel to College from wherever you live.
Many students ‘think green’ and walk, cycle or use public transport to get to College.
Parking spaces are reserved for disabled students.
If you intend to travel by public transport, you will be able to take advantage of the favourable rates agreed for all
students travelling to College by bus or train. Flexible payment options are available.
Students living in Surrey can apply for a Student Bus or Train Fare Card, giving you a third off the adult fare for rail and
child fare prices on the buses, if you start or finish your journey in Surrey.

By train - There are three stations within easy walking distance of the College: Farnborough Main,
Farnborough North and Frimley. The Frimley line serves Camberley, Bagshot and Ascot. Please see the
map below for all routes.
Walking times to College:

Reading
Wokingham

Frimley (20 mins)

Bracknell and Ascot

25
mins

Farnborough
Main (15 mins)

Crowthorne

Sandhurst

Blackwater

FARNBOROUGH

Fleet
Hook

THE
SIXTH
FORM
COLLEGE

Woking

Winchfield

34
mins

Aldershot

Farnham
28

9
mins

Walton and
Weybridge

Farnborough

13
mins

Basingstoke

Brookwood

Farnborough
North (15 mins)

Ash

17
mins

Guildford

Getting here by bus - Stagecoach buses offer additional value as their tickets can be used
outside College hours, including in the holidays. Please see the map below for all routes.
no.
494

Reading

Wokingham
Crowthorne

no.
8

Chobham
no.
417

Sandhurst

Swallowfield

College Town

Knaphill

Bisley

Eversley
Blackwater

Lightwater

Odiham
no.
408

Hook

THE
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Hartley
Wintney

FARNBOROUGH

no.
1

Warnborough
Yateley
Church
Crookham
no. 10
409
& 410

Ewshot

Farnborough

North Camp

Cove

Fleet &
Elvetham Heath

Camberley

Frimley

Farnham
North Town

no.
1

Aldershot

Bordon Camp
no. 404
& 405

no.
423

Wrecclesham

Whitehill

These routes are subject to change - they are correct at time of printing. For more detailed route information, please
visit the Stagecoach website.
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Join us - your application
You can make your application at www.farnborough.ac.uk.
Applications open after our Open Days in October. Let us know if
you require a paper application form.
When you have submitted your form, we will ask for a reference
from your tutor at school. If you think there will be a problem
with your school responding please let us know when you apply
and bring a copy of your most recent report (end of year 10) to the
College.
Don’t worry if you’re not sure about which subjects to study.
When you apply, we will ask you to indicate what you would like to
study, but you don’t need to make a final decision until August, once
you have your GCSE results.

How do I find out more?
Our Open Days provide you with a wonderful opportunity to explore
the College.
Once you have been offered a place, you and your parents will be invited
to our Information Evening in April 2017. This event will help you find
out more about particular courses or answer any questions you have
about student life here.
In the meantime please contact Catherine Cole, Deputy Principal
(Student Services) with any further questions you might have.

OPEN DAYS

Wednesday 19 October
Thursday 20 October
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“I feel the work I’ve
produced here is a
really high standard
and better than I
thought I’d ever do.”
William Scragg
(formerly of the
Ranelagh School)
studying fine art,
graphics and
BTEC performing
arts

#pictureyourselfhere

“There are so many
opportunities no door is closed
to a student of
Farnborough 6th.”
Steve Tadewos (formerly of St. Crispin’s
School) studying German, history,
mathematics and philosophy
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Getting Ready:
Enrolment:
Induction:
Term begins:

June 2017
30/ 31 August or 1 September 2017
7/8 September 2017
11 September 2017

Prospect Avenue, Farnborough, Hampshire, GU14 8JX

www.farnborough.ac.uk
01252 688200
admin@farnborough.ac.uk

@Farnborough6th
Farnborough6th
FarnboroughSixth

